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You have two chapters designed for the dad in this resource. If the book is for stepmoms, why did
you include him? She can’t do it without him. If dad is unwilling to insist that his kids treat her with
respect, the chance of the relationship with his kids becoming healthy is unlikely. Therefore, we have
provided dad with tips, strategies, and powerful insight on how to work as a team.

Whether to have an “ours” baby may be a big decision for this couple. What advice would you offer?
In our research we discovered some stepfamilies that were strengthened by the addition of a child, and
others where the baby caused a fracture. Therefore, we offer various issues which should be considered
before making the decision.

You share that Mother’s Day or holidays can be painful for many stepmoms. Why does she struggle
with special occasions? Because a stepmom often feels “outside” the family circle, Mother’s Day,
Christmas or a special occasion (such as a family wedding) can trigger emotions of anger, resentment or
loneliness. It’s a reminder that a stepmom has all of the work, parenting stress and financial strain of a
biological mom, but rarely the perks or joys.

Dad often has financial obligations for his first family. How does this affect a stepmom? Getting
remarried or having more children doesn’t eradicate the responsibility a dad has to provide for the needs
of his children. However, if his former wife uses money as a weapon to control or manipulate his new
family, he will need to learn how to stop the pattern.

If you could only say only one thing to a woman about to marry a man with children, what would it
be? Take the time to consider all the factors and issues surrounding stepfamilies. Listen to other stepmoms
and don't ignore the complex issues. Understand that it will take time to build a relationship with his
kids, and they may or may not ever view you as part of the family.

Since the stepfamily dynamic can be extremely complicated, what can a couple do to safeguard the
relationship from ending in divorce? The marriage covenant must become the highest priority. This
doesn’t mean you should neglect the children, but they can no longer be the number one priority.
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